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Upcoming Dates | 2017 Reading FLL Science EBngineering ExhibitionHeld at
1 March 187 197 (all day) Endicott College

New England Robotics
Competition in the
Hawkes Field House

1 March 217237 RMHSz
MCAS Testing

I March 22z Grade 6z 12
Early Release; (after
school) District PLC
Meetings

1 March 23z (after school)
RISE/Elementary Building
Meetingsz Grade Level
Common Time

I March 24z No School for
Students; BlueRibbon
Conference for Staff

1 March 25z (7:00 p.m.)
RMHS Sophomore
Semiformal in the RMHS
Cafeteria

1 March 27z (7:00 p.m.)
Parker Transition Meeting
for Grade 5 Families

1 March 28z (2:30 p.m.)
Five Star Theatre Camp

Auditions in the Endslow | The FIRST LEGO League challenges kids to think like engineers and s@emingjs
PAC; (6:15p.m) Coolidge |1 KA & &SI NR& ! yAYIf 1 ffASa & Svorkd prgbem g
g;gztg";gﬂnfiﬁggg(;?go the Project. They also builtested, and programmed an autonomous robot using
p.m.) Coolidge LEGO MINDSTORMS technology to solve a set of missions in the Robot
Math/Science Night Game. Throughout their experience, each team operates under the FIRST LEG
1 March29z(6:00pm) |[ S 3dzSQa aSi 2F [/ 2NB I f dzSadGrac8s S o6 N
Joshua Eaton Open House professionalismThe Core Values are the heart of the FIRST LEGO Lé4dsiéearn

i March 307 (5:30 p.m.) that friendly competition and mutual gain are not separate goals, and that helpir
Barrows Open House;

(6:30 p.m.) Killam one another is the foundation of teamwork.
Learning Fair
1 April 2  (2:00 p.m.) On Saturday, March Mthe 2017Reading FLL Science & Engineering Exhibition
RMHS Formal Retal held at Endicott College that included fourteen teams comprised of elementary
T April 3 z6zKindergarten | Middle school studentsEach of these teams have been meeting since October 4
SN I i this event was the culmination of all ofghr hard work. Dr. Justin Topp, Assistant

Elementary School ) .
emeniany Senoos Dean of Science, Technology, and Mathematics gave a group of parents and c
1 April 37z (7:00 p.m.)

R LA a tour of the Judge Science Center before the event so that they could see act
Meeting in the digital lab areas, the new Makerspace, and evenrtaial dissection table!
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Conference Room

April 4 z Local Election in
the Hawkes Field House

April 5 z Grade 6z 8 Early
Release; (after schogl
Secondary District PLC
Meetings; (5:00 p.m.)
Artsfest @ RMHS

April 6 7 (after school)
RISE/Elementary Building
Meetingsz Collaborative
Proposal; (5:00 p.m.)
Artsfest @ RMHS

April 7 z (6:00 p.m.)
RMHS Drama MirGolf
Fundraiser @ RMHS

April 10 z Passoverbegins
at Sundown

April 14 7 Grade Prekz 12
Early Release @ 11:00
a.m.

April 1720 AOOET 2038
School Offices Closed
April 17 7 21 z April
Vacationz No School for
Students

Each of the teams was judged by Endicott College professors, students, and tw
additional volunteers from Reading.eams were judged in three categoriéRobot
Games, Project Presentations, and Robot Design & Softwaresfsseais The Party
Animals from Joshua Eaton and the Unanimous Unicorns from Coolidge Middle
School were the overall winners of the dagongratulations to both teams for thein
wins and to all of the teams for their hard workhank you to all of the cohes for
their time and dedication to the students and to the FLL Program!




FY18 Budget Link
9 FY18 Budget Information

Annual Blue Ribbon Institute This Friday
As you know, our annual Blue Ribbon Institute will be held this coming Friday (I
24), and we are very pleased with the numbepafstanding sessions we are able
offer this year.This is a professional development day for all staff with a great
variety of topics presented not only by our talented Reading staff but also from f
other professionals from outside of Readinlg.addition to our nationallyknown
keynote presenter Ron Suskind (Pulitzer Prize winning journalist anesédisg
author), we are also honored to be hosting such presenters as Denelle West, D
of Professional Development for Research for Better Teaétd 0 LINS & Sy
OELISOGLFGAZ2yda ¢Sl OKAyYy3IZ¢ G KNorrid B EdirQur. 2
(Youth Development Specialist and Founder of Mansa Consulting), Missy Sturtq
(from the Massachusetts Safe Schools Program), Keith Trawic&igRriof a
nationally recognized elementary school in Madison, Alabama), Stacy Barnette
Grade Teacher from Tennessee and Instructor for Blue Ribbon Academg)p and
many others!

We are also again very pleased to be welcoming some natieremidgnized
presenters on the topic dTSSndPBISincluding Dr. George Sugai {Biector of
the National Center on PBIS), Dr. Devon Minch (University of South Florida), D
Ashley MacSug&age (University of Florida), and Dr. Sara Whitcomb (Universit
Massachusetts Amherst).

As always, we are also thrilled to be expecting hundreds of educators as well frq
outside our district as both presenters and attendeeglttached is the draft
program if you are interested in browsing through it prior to Friday.

Please note the following information regarding the Institute:

1. Itis recommended that you carpool, if possible. Additional parking will be
available at the old Imagination Station site, Birch Meadow Drive, and
Oakland Road.

2. Breakfast will be availdé beginning at 7:00 a.m. on Main Street at
RMHS.We will be serving pizza frontocal restaurants, salad, dessert and
water for lunch.

3. In order to have the Institute run on schedule, we will begin our opening

session promptly at 8:00 a.m. in tikéne and Performing Arts Centéne will

ask attendees to start moving to the Fine and Performing Arts Center at

a.m.

For safety and security reasons, pleawear your staff ID badge

Professional development points (PDPs) will be availablatfending or

presenting at this conferenceA separate email will be sent out with furtheg

information about PDPs.

6. Recycling stations will be set up in the cafeteria and dining areas for watq
bottles.

7. RMHS maps are available in the conference prognadhtiae wiki to help you
locate rooms.

o s



http://www.reading.k12.ma.us/test/budget-information/

Kudos and Accolades

9 To the Joshua Eaton
Principal Screening
Committee for all of their
hard work last week
during the interview
process.

9 To Director of Finance
Gail Dowd for the
countless hours that she
has put into the FY18
budget process.

You mayaccess the program on our wiki at the below link. This wiki will alatam
the handouts for each session at the conclusion of the Institute. This informatior
should be ready soon.

https://2017blueprintforexcellence.wikispaces.com/

We are very excitetb again be hosting this event at Reading Memorial High Sch
as it is a great opportunity to share and learn together with many talented
practitioners. A special thank you goes out to the many staff members who havq
contributed their time, effort, anagnergy to make the institute happenwWe would
also like to thank Assistant Superintendent Craig Martin for his leadership in ma
this professional development opportunity come to fruition and Administrative
Assistant for Learning and Teaching Lorlévlifior coordinating all of the logistics of
this event.

How 2 A A A BMT§SMe2tsthe Needsof All Studentsin the District

Thegoalof the ReadingMTSSramework,whichwe beganenactingin 2012,isto provide
systemlevelchangesacrossthe classroomschoolanddistrict. We took the framework
developedat the state levelandhavebeenapplyingit herein Readingo supportall
students,includingstudentswith disabilities EnglisHlanguagdearners,and studentswho
are academicallyadvanced!n addtion to providingtargetedinterventionsto and supportof
alla (i dzR Sc¢dérai@ndnon-academid(i.e.,socialandemotional)needs MTSSs designed]
to ensureall schoolsare a safeenvironmentfor studentsbecausehat makesit easierfor
themto learn

Partof what makesM TS Multi-TieredSystemof Support¢ successfuis that the
frameworkis & 3 dzAbitrde UniversaDesigrfor Learningprinciples(multiple meansof
representation multiple meansof actionand expressionsand multiple meansof

end I 3 S Y &gbardinga the MTSBlueprintproducedby the MassDepartmentof
Education.

TheMTSSBlueprintprovidesa U &tr8ctureneededto developthe policies,practicesand
procedurego successfullymplementa ¢ { &ceossaschooldistrict. Thisis a key point,
actually. TheReadingMTSSnitiative is deliberateand coordinatedwithin eachschool
buildingandacrosghe district. Eachmonth, representativegrom eachbuildingmeetto
discusdMTSRactivities,updatesand dataaswell asdiscusghe followingitems:

Leadership and Governance.

Student Support (School Culture, Family and Community Engagement).
Financial and Asset Management.

Human Resources and Professional Development.

Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment (Fidelity of Implementation).

Ofthese,in this article, we want to talk about schoolculture.

Fromthe start, in 2012,eachschoolprincipalidentified teacherswithin their buildingwho
couldchampionMTSSspecificallyin terms of creatinga specificculture for eachbuilding.
Wefeelthat it isimportantto createa healthyschoolclimateis onethat, asnotedin the
MTSSBlueprint,& LINR Yrgeiit&hialth and positive social emotional,andintellectual
growthfor & G dzR Sagdiihat Elinateneedsto be & dzy’ R S NakdipracficRdby every
memberofeachd OK2 2 f ®¢



https://2017blueprintforexcellence.wikispaces.com/
http://www.mass.gov/edu/docs/ese/accountability/mtss/mtss-blueprint.pdf

30PAOET OAT A A Thefoundationfor creatinga healthenvironmentfor eachschoolhasbeento identify

Hours this Week
All are welcome

3/20 (5:30-6:30 p.m)-
RPSAdministrative
Offices

3/23 (7:45-8:45 a.m.)
Killam School

3/25 (9:00-10:00 a.m.}
RPS Administrative
Offices

specificvalues Eacha O K 2valieg@incorporatedinto manyacademidessonsand
activities;the valuesare alsointegratedinto lunch,recessand physicaleducation.

ST R T

At the Joshua Eaton Elementary School, the core value are PAWS: Practice Compas
Responsibly, Work Towards Success and Show Réspedt.S i A YSa G KIF G Q
bulletin board where students are recognized for demonstration of Core Values and e®
behaviors

€ at Birch Meadow students receive recognition for demonstration of their Core Values with
their Birch Meadow Way Yays! Through paw stamps on their hands!

The emphasis on values helps students develop non-academic skills that help them navigate
the school, understand expectations and gain insight into appropriate behavior towards other
students as well as faculty and staff. The values help students make effective transitions from
one grade to another as well as from one school within the district to another. For example,
the values also help teachers and staff and students be more inclusive and sensitive to
cultural, linguistic and family diversity (this can include disability and socioeconomic
differences, too). MTSS has helped students to manage their motions, and better understand
and prevent bullying and substance abuse.

This is important because bullying and substance abuse set up barriers to learning, and have

significant negative impact on students that could lead to depression, anxiety, alcohol or drug




Quote of the Week . . .

What you do speaks so
loud that | cannot hear
what you say.

- Ralph Waldo Emerson

use. Not only do core values help with non-academic skills, but they also increases t u d e
abilities to attend to academic demands and readiness for learning!

As part of this effort, the Reading School District has trained more than 350 educators, town
librarians, crossing guards, and bus drivers. We have enlisted them to help us identify
students who might be at risk as well as provide those adults with procedures to get help for a
possibly affected student.

We also have gotten in parents involved and have also asked them to provide input into the
needs of their students. And we bring in community partners such as human service
agencies, corporate and civic sponsors and others to offer students and their families with
access to health, social, recreational and supplemental education services that may provide
enrichment, intervention and support.

With a clear set of values, Reading MTSS has helped the district reduce suspensions and
other discipline referrals, minimize dropping out and make each school feel and be more
inclusive and supportive for all our students. And because the MTSS initiative supports all
students, we can work hard to ensure that no student feels singled out.

Yoga helps stretch young minds

Mindfulness and yoga are two approaches used across the district to help students learn to
focus and remove distractions so they can concentrate on learning. The board at RISE
Preschool offers different poses that students can use as they seek to get in touch with their
emotions, which helps them do better in class. This is helpful, whether in pre-school or
elementary school all the way through high school as a way to help students cope with the
pressure, with grades, an oversubscribed after-school calendar, college or personal or family
issues.

'

How to Get the Most Out of Smafbroup MathConversations
In this article inTeaching Children Mathematiddala Ghousseini, Sarah Lord, andj
Aimee Cardon (University of Wisconsin/Madison) address the challenge of getting
St S8YSYdrNE &aGdRSyda G2 KIF@S I22R Ygrdugs.
{2YS (0SIFOKSNJ TNHzZ2AGNI GA2ya GKSeQ@S Syoz(
-a. SOl dzaS aitdzRSyida R2 y20 tAaasSy a2
YdzOK RdzNAY 3 3INRdzZL) 62N) X YIAyfté& SELX




Disney Tweet of the Week

Sometimes who we wisli

we were, what we wish

S 02dz R R2
meant to be.

¢Sina (Moana)

>

-aL aLlsy Y& (GAYS aBdABAYHAREFHANRSY
gAlK I OK 20 KSNX¢
“4CKS AGNRY3Sal addRSy(a 2dad SyR dzLl
-aa& addzRSyda Fftglrea ¢lyd YS (G2 KS¢E LI

YR GKS& glyd (2 OKSO1l ¢ AdoiFg itYight. Théy fust

R2y QG 1y2¢ K2g (2 0S AYRSLISYRSy(oé
The key to productive smadiroup work, say Ghousseini, Lord, and Cardon, is how teach
launch the lesson before students begin working in groups:

wModeling good collaboratiog Many studentsare inexperienced at sharing their
GKAY1AYy3 Ay Of SN gtea FyR yS3I2GAFGAy3
for the teacher to demonstrate a possible scenario. For example, a teacher preparing
students to work in pairs skipountingby fives and tens acts out the baakd-forth with a
student and makes a deliberate error, saying 58 instead of 60. What should her partne
Yy26K aKS lala GKS Ofraaszx FyR 3IdzARSa (K
at your skipcountingch NI & {2 FFENE Fff (GKS ydzyoSNA
fity-SA3IKG SYyR&A Ay |y SAIKIGDPE ¢SHOKAYy3I | {
2dzi @2dzNJ ARSIFX @&2dz R2y Qi gl yid LIS2LXS i
y2i 322R G FTNIXOGA2yadQ , 2dz R2y Qi 61t yi

wProviding opportunities for guided mathematical tglouring the lesson launch,
0KS GSIFOKSNJI OFy gl t]1 aiddzRSyida GKNRdzaf |
For example, a teacher introducing a sntabup activity on comparing fractions elicits
several different ways of expressing equivalegéd¢ow do you know that this drawing of 14
is the same as thatone?| SNJ NBIlj dzSada ¥F2NJ YdzAtuidéntsinS S
RATFSNBYG gFea 2F FNIOAOdzZ FadGAy3a GKSANI
I FNR2Yy® a¢KAa F2N¥Y 2F 3IFdzZARSR YIGK dF €]
3SG Ayid2 0KS KFEoAd 2F f A adas ghdl pfdiding Mfplanaidn
for mathematical concepts. It allows students with different levels of mathematical
proficiency to learn skills that can support equitable participation in sl dzLJ & 2
teacher might also ask students to do a quigkntand-talk about a specific questionfor
example How would you know how to circle multiples of three on a hundreds chart?

(p))
O¢ X«

wProviding resources that support mathematical talk the lesson launch, the
0SIFOKSNJ OFy RNI ¢ &di daives/isaa, of piops3hatisupgoyf high
quality math talk in groups. For example, with th&® skipcounting activity, the teacher
YAIKOG &dleéX L g2dz R2¥/ i8Sy adzRRI NI KRK ¥ &
2 dza S A G XaR AyKSINBdzE2IzaA00 & yL (OF &S &8 2dz SIS
a2 NBYAYR aGdRSyiGa 2F @20 odzZ  NBE GKS
anchor chart.

Then, while students work in pairs or small groups, the teacher circulatestargmn
and intervenes as necessary, watching for insights or misconceptions to bring up when
class comes back together.

G{dzLILR2 NI AY3I aldK ¢Ff1 Ay {YIFff DNRdzLJIE
in Teaching Children Mathematidglarch 20X (Vol. 23, #7, p. 42228), available for




Important Websites

RPS District Website
www.reading.k12.ma.us

Interface Health Services
https://interface.williamjames
.edu/community/reading

Need help finding mental health care?

WILLIAM JAMES o
COLLEGE )

que HELPLINE service staffed

)

 mental health cae, 6t
Call 1-888-244-6843 (toll free) « M-F - 9am-5pm

purchase atttp://bit.ly/2nfiy3e; the authors can be reached gihousseini@wisc.edu
mtslord@gmail.comandcardon@wisc.edu
Reprinted fromMarshall Memo 676

Connecting With Your Teens

An evening of relationships, engagement, and connection

We are inviting parents, teens, and
young people to an evening
of real connection and fun!

Thursday - March 23, 2017

Coolidge Middle School
Multipurpose Room
6:30-8:00 p.m.

* Listen to understand each other, suspend
judgments and assumptions.

*  Learn how to tap into the happiness,
creativity, and confidence from within

*  Gain mindful tips that reduce overall stress.

* Practice the communication skills essential to
bringing balance, peace of mind, and
harmany to your family.

Morris H. Ervin, Jr. is an educator, entertainer, motivational speaker, and Youth
Development Professional committed to helping the youth, families, communities,
and institutions “turn fear into strength, and pain into passion.” He has provided
assemblies, workshops, mentoring programs, and leadership camps/retreats to
thousands of students. For more than a decade, Morris's programs, trainings, and
retreats have helped youth . ..

= Develop critical thinking skills.

= Learn and apply character strengths.

= Build solid interpersonal communication skills

= Become confident and assertive in how they live.

= Embrace the peace and harmony inside themselves.

= Become reflective and purposeful about shaping their own future

T

\ Students of all ages are welcome. Parents bring the kids! \

“He makes a person realize that anyone can make a change. Mr. Ervin helped me realize my gift . . . you caon express
yourself ond be what you want to be!*- A student

“V'we never felt so invigorated and open in this kind of conversation in this kind of setting. | can't express to you enough
how meaningful and vital this experience was!™ - Amy Mo



http://www.reading.k12.ma.us/
https://interface.williamjames.edu/community/reading
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Are you a Grandparent
raising Grandchildren?
&

{'./
>

If yes, then this group is for you!

Grandparents Raising Again
Monthly Group Meetings
Next Meeting:

Wednesday, March 29th, 2017
6:00p-7:30pm

Host: Boys & Girls Club of Wakefield
Location: Americal Civic Center, 457 Main St, Wakefield, MA—Side Door

Childcare will be provided for School Aged children
Refreshments will be served.

@m & GIRLS CLUBS For more information or questions, contact
OF STONEHAM & WAKEFIELD Riley at riley@bgcwakefield.org or 781-832-3302.
Reading Public Schools Happenings

Brooke Claroni, Class of 2017




