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Message 1: IQ and Academics
If your community cares about IQ levels and academic performance, it needs to
work to reduce marijuana use.
Why?
• Marijuana use, especially during adolescence, lowers IQ by up to 8
points.1
• The more marijuana a person uses, the more likely they are to have a
lower GPA and to drop out of school. 2
•
Marijuana negatively impacts learning, motivation, and attention.3
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Message 2: Jobs
If your community cares about jobs, it needs to work to reduce marijuana use.
Why?
• Employees who use drugs are 10 times more likely to miss work, 3.6
times more likely to be involved in on-the-job accidents, and 5 times
more likely to file a workers’ compensation claim.
• Target, Walmart, McDonalds, and many other employers conduct
employment drug-testing.
• Alcohol taxes only cover about 6% of alcohol’s cost on society.
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Message 3: Highway Safety
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If you care about highway safety in your state, your community (and state) needs
to work to reduce marijuana use.
Why?
• Colorado drivers testing positive for marijuana in fatal car crashes
doubled between 2006 and 2010 while all fatal accidents decreased over
the same time period.1
• Since marijuana was legalized in Colorado, 27% of the blood tests for
impaired driving showed THC. 2
• Driving under the influence of marijuana is associated with a 92%
increased risk for crash, and a 110% increased risk for fatal crash.3
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meta-analysis. British Medical Journal, 2012; 344 (ePub): e536. PMID:
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Message 4: Crime and Safety
If your community cares about crime and public safety, it needs to work to reduce
marijuana use.
Why?
 The societal costs (crime, health, safety) of alcohol and tobacco are very
high ($235 billion and $193 billion). The societal costs of illicit drugs is
about $181 billion. Legalized marijuana would increase use and cost.1
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The National Office of Drug Control Policy, 2004. Economic Costs of Drug Abuse
in the United States.
Available:
https://www.ncjrs.gov/ondcppubs/publications/pdf/economic_costs.pdf

Message 5: Drug Use Rates
If your community cares about youth drug use rates, it needs to work to reduce
marijuana use.
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Why?
• Children who first smoke marijuana under the age of 14 are more
than five times as likely to abuse drugs as adults, than those who first
use marijuana at age 18.1
• Since 2009, more 12th graders smoke marijuana than cigarettes. 2
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Message 6: Medicine Safety
If your community cares about the safety of medicines in our country, it needs to
work to reduce marijuana use.
Why?
• Marijuana-related emergency hospital admission rates have risen sharply,
from 16, 251 in 1991 to over 374,000 in 2008.1
• States with medical marijuana had an increase in marijuana use
compared to states without. 2
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