Sentence Frames for Language Development
Sentence frames are a recognized method of developing academic language.

Here are some examples of sentence frames to help students explain, describe and clarify what they are thinking—this helps EL and all students learning formal language structures.  These posters can be printed (in black and white or color) and enlarged 115% on legal-sized paper for class display.  On each page:
· The first sentence frame is for beginning English learners.

· The second is for Early Intermediate ELs.

· The third is for Intermediate ELs.
· The fourth frame is for Advanced English learners.  

Thanks to Miss Hultenius, Chula Vista CA for sharing!
http://teachersites.schoolworld.com/webpages/Hultenius/sentence.cfm
Making Inferences

	· Using clues to figure out what is really happening in the story.

· Reading “between the lines.”


	1. ________are / are not ________.



	2. ________ are / are not ________ because ________.



	3. Based on ________, I infer that ________.



	4. Based on _____, I infer that _____, because _____.




Making Inferences

	· Using clues to figure out what is really happening in the story.

· Reading “between the lines.”


	1….________are / are not ________.



	2…._______ are / are not ________ because ________.



	3….Based on ________, I infer that ________.

	4….Based on _____, I infer that _____, because _____.




Making Predictions

	· Guessing what will happen next based on information or illustrations in the story.


	1…Because the character ____, I predict s/he will _____.

Because the main character ran away from home, I predict that he will…



	2…At first I thought ______, but now I believe _______.



	3…I think ___ will _____ because ______ usually ____.



	4…Since ________, I can assume that ___ will _____.

Since it’s been raining all week, I can assume that the game will be cancelled.
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Reading & Writing Instructions

	· Step-by-step directions often do NOT include transition words.

· Putting transition words into the instructions makes it easier to understand. 

5. Ask yourself:  What order do the events happen?  

                           How many steps are there?

6. Understanding Sequence of events helps you answer comprehension questions.




Writing & Following Directions

	Three Step Directions


	· First, _____________.

· Next, _____________.

· Finally, ____________. 

	· Step 1: ___________.

· Step 2: ___________.

· Step 3: ___________.



	

	Four Step Directions

· First, ___________. 

· Next, ___________.

· Then, ___________.

· Finally, __________.
· Step 1: ___________.

· Step 2: ___________.

· Step 3: ___________.

· Step 4: ___________.



Writing & Following Directions

	Five Step Directions


	· First, ______________.

· Next, ______________.

· Then, ________________.

· After that, ___________.

· Finally, _______________.

	· Step 1: ___________.

· Step 2: ___________.

· Step 3: ___________.



	

	Six Step Directions

· To begin, _________________.

· Then, ___________________.

· Following that, ____________.

· Next, ___________________.

· After that, _______________.

· At the end, _______________.
· Step 1: ___________.

· Step 2: ___________.

· Step 3: ___________.

· Step 4: ___________.




Compare and Contrast

	Compare = same
	Contrast = different


	1….__________ and _____________ are ___________.



	2… Both _____ and _______ have _____________.



	3….___and ___ are both similar because they both _____.



	4….There are several major differences between ___ and ___.

      The most notable is ____________.




Compare and Contrast

	Compare = same
	Contrast = different


	1….__________ and _____________ are ___________.



	2… Both _____ and _______ have _____________.



	3….___and ___ are both similar because they both _____.



	4….There are several major differences between ____ 

      and ____.  The most notable is ____________.




Monitor and Clarify

	· Monitor is when you ask yourself if what you are reading makes sense.
· Clarify is when you use strategies to figure out the meaning of text.


	1. The part about ________did not make sense so I 

     reread and now I know ____________________.  



	2.  The part about ________did not make sense so I 

     read two sentences back and two sentences

     forward and now I know _____________________.



	3.  I didn’t know the word ________ but I used context

     clues to figure out that it means _____________.



	4.  The part about ________ confused me so I ________

     to figure it out.   reread / read ahead / used context clues / used the dictionary / used pictures  
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Summarizing

	1…._____ is ______.



	2…____ is _____, and the result is _____.



	3….In summary, __________



	4….The story is about ______.  In addition, _____.

     Consequently, __________.
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Coming to Consensus 

Reaching an Agreement

	1. I like ____’s idea because _____.



	2. I prefer _____’s idea because _________.



	3. I agree that ____ because _______.



	4. I agree with you up to a point, but I think that ______.



	5. I am willing to change my answer because ______.
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Collaborative Discussions

	1.  I think we should_______.



	2.  I think that__ would be a good symbol because 

      it represents__.



	3.  Where should we put the ________?



	4.  I like your idea about ________.




Collaborative Discussions

	1.  I think we should_______.



	2.  I think that__ would be a good symbol because 

        it represents__.



	3.  Where should we put the ________?
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Making Judgments

	1…I believe ________ is (right/wrong) because ______.



	2…I believe____ did the (right/wrong) thing because___.



	3…I believe ______ should have _______, because_____.



	4…I believe_____ did the (right/wrong) thing, 

     but ______ should have __________.




Making Judgments

	1. I think _______ is (moral/immoral) because ______.



	2. I think ___ did the (moral/immoral) thing because__.



	3. I think ___ did the (moral/immoral) thing but_____.



	4. I think_____ did the (moral/immoral) thing, 

       but ______ should have __________.




Making Judgments

	1.  I think _______ is ______ because ______.



	2.  I think ___ did the ______ thing because_____.



	3.  I think ___ did the _____  thing but_____.



	4.  I think_____ did the _________ thing, 

      but ______  should have __________.




AUTHOR’S VIEWPOINT

1.) The author believes/thinks/argues that __________________.

2.) The author believes/thinks/argues that __________________ because ________________.

3.) To support his/her belief/argument/opinion that _______________, the author says/states that ________________.

4.) The author supports his/her belief/argument/opinion that ________,             is (stating the fact/pointing our) that _____________.
CAUSE & EFFECT

1.) _____________is __________.

2.) ____________ came to __________, so ______________ went to __________. He/she ____________, because.

3.) Since/Because ____________ is ______________, ____________ decides to ____________.If ______________, then ____________________.

4.) Since/Because _______________ is ________________, _____________.

5.) Due to the fact that ______________, _________________ decided to  ____________. If _________________, then ______________ would have __________.

6.) Due to the fact that ____________________. If __________ would have  _____, then ______
CLASSIFYING & CATEGORIZING

1.) There are __________types of ________.  _________ and _____________ are ___________.  A category is _____________.  The categories are _________.

2.) __________, ____________, and ___________ all have __________. _____________, __________ and ___________are all examples of ________. 

3.) Both __________ and ___________ could be classified as ___________. I should classify ______, _______ and __________ in the category of ________.

4.) Given the  _________ of ____________, we should categorize them as _______. Since ____________ have __________, I should classify _______ in this category

Summary Frames: How to write a summary

If the main idea of the paragraph is description/definition, use the frame:

· "A _____ is a kind of _____ that _____ ." 

If the main idea of the paragraph is problem/solution, use the frame:

· " _____ wanted _____ but ______ so _____ ."

If the main idea of the paragraph is compare/contrast, use the frame:

· "X and Y are similar in that they both ____, but X ____ , while Y ___ ."

If the main idea of the paragraph is sequence of events use the frame:

· " ____ begins with ____ , continues with ____ and ends with ____ ." 

If the main idea of the paragraph is cause/effect, use the frame:

· " ____ happens because ____ ."
